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Dear friend,

As autumn unfolds, we remain grateful for 
your support through every season. Thanks 
to your generosity, our oldest friends and 
loved ones enjoy pastoral care and the 
other engaging programs that give life 
meaning, whether you’re 75 or 105.

We are heartened by all of the positive feedback from friends who attended our 9th Annual 
Celebrating Lifelong Living Luncheon. Many supporters have told us they now better understand the 
profound importance of our mission, and why Catholic Eldercare is perfectly positioned to meet our 
community’s growing needs.

Why is this so important? We have a biblical call to honor and care for our oldest members. They once 
lovingly took care of us, during our early vulnerable years. Now, it’s our turn to do all we can to care for 
them once they require help. 

Together - with your support - we ensure seniors are loved and supported with what they need. And 
there’s plenty of fun to be had along the way, too. And when their financial resources are exhausted 
- after a lifetime of hard work and saving - we’re still here for them when they most need help. That’s 
why your support is so vital to our work. Government reimbursements do not cover the full cost of 
care. This is ours to do.

We love this mission. When seniors come to Catholic Eldercare, it’s not the end of the road. In fact, life 
often gets better once their medical and nutritional needs are addressed, they make friends, and enjoy 
the many activities available.

You’ll read about some of our amazing residents, volunteers, and staff in this issue of Connections. Their 
compassion and creativity are products of faithful love. They too have discovered that when you give 
love, it blossoms and grows.

Thank you for walking this journey with us. Please think of us as you make your year-end giving 
decisions.

Sincerely,

Thomas Beck		 Dan Johnson 
Chair, Board of Directors		 President and Chief Executive Officer

 
 

Search for Catholic Eldercare on FACEBOOK.  
Watch for updates on what’s happening!

Catholic Eldercare provides the care, housing and services needed 

by older adults to continue living fully – with dignity – in an 

intentionally created community.

2 3

Long-time Volunteers Honored 

25 or more years 

Catholic Eldercare volunteers who have faithfully 
served for 25 or more years were honored with a special 
luncheon September 27. The honored volunteers, left to 
right (with starting year of service) are Catie Mack (1983), 
Donna Stelmaszewski (1983), Olga Witkowski (1985), 
(Volunteer Director Beth Wizik), Annie Jo Leitschuh-
Hansen  (1982), and  Veronica Commers (1985). 

Volunteers, ages nine to ninety donate approximately 
15,000 hours annually to make life better for residents.

For more information on volunteer opportunities, please contact 
Beth Wizik at 612-379-1370.

25+ year volunteers gathered to be recognized for 
decades of devoted service to seniors.

“For we are his workmanship, created 
in Christ Jesus for good works, which 
God prepared beforehand, that we 
should walk in them. 

Ephesians 2:10 
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Thank You Luncheon Sponsors! 
These sponsors generously funded the 2011 luncheon event,  

enabling every donor gift to go directly to support the Catholic Eldercare mission. 

Table Hosts
A special thanks to the table hosts for making the 2011 luncheon event a success.

Nearly $105,000 in gifts, pledges, and sponsorships 
were donated by guests who attended the Ninth Annual 
Celebrating Lifelong Living Luncheon, held September 22 
at the Earle Brown Heritage Center. The annual fund 
gifts play an important role in filling the gap between 
government reimbursement rates and the actual cost 
of quality programs and care. “We are heartened to see 
such generous support from our great friends,” said 
Kristine Smyth, director of development. 

Preserving Dignity
Keynote speaker CEO Dan Johnson said that by 
supporting the needs of seniors, we find meaning in 
life as a community. “Our supporters recognize that the 
pinnacle of our work as a community is to help make 
this a comfortable and fulfilling time for our oldest 
members as they close out their lives,” said Johnson. 
“Preserving their dignity is the most important thing we 
as children and friends can offer them. After all, most 
everything we learned – and the values we embrace – we 
learned from them. And by honoring our mothers and 
fathers, our obedience, kindness and care are good in 
God’s eyes,” Johnson added.

A Family’s Gratitude
Luncheon guests listened to the profound story penned 
by Mary Rose Goetz whose husband, Frederick, a 
long-time physician and diabetes researcher, is now a 
Catholic Eldercare resident. The Goetz family selected 
Catholic Eldercare after a comprehensive search for the 
best facility for Frederick’s needs.

“We were impressed with the emphasis on 
excellence of care for all residents, physical, mental 
and spiritual. We find a joyful attitude and a 
powerful commitment among the many staff who 
see their work with older adults as a calling, and 
not just a job. We are so grateful for the support 
given him by the staff in dealing with his illness. 
He is loved and deserves the very best. We consider 
Catholic Eldercare a true blessing in our life.”

Due to a sudden illness, Mrs. Goetz’s comments were 
presented at the luncheon by Director of Development 
Kristine Smyth. Board member John Hovanec 
concluded the event explaining the many ways to 
financially support the Catholic Eldercare mission. 

Guests enjoyed this year’s video presentation which told 
the story of two residents, accomplished pianist Bev 
Kremer, a resident of 1101 On Main; and John Kundla, 
a resident of MainStreet Lodge and former coach of the 
Minneapolis Lakers professional basketball team. The 
video is available for viewing at www.catholiceldercare.
org by clicking on About Us.

Twenty-three program sponsors, 66 table hosts, and 
their guests, made the 2011 luncheon a success. 

Thank you!
Inspiring 9th Annual Celebrating Lifelong Living Luncheon Supports Mission

“By honoring our mothers and fathers, 
our obedience, kindness and care are 
good in God’s eyes.”

Keynote speaker, CEO Dan Johnson

“We consider Catholic Eldercare a 
true blessing in our life.”

Mary Rose Goetz, RN

Nearly 550 friends attended the fall luncheon to celebrate Catholic Eldercare’s mission and support the programs that benefit residents.

Thank 
you!

Mark Your Calendar!
The tenth annual Celebrating Lifelong Living 
Luncheon will be held September 13, 2012.
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Over a decade ago, Bev Vasseur was in a 20-year career as 
a nuclear medicine technologist, working in a hospital as 
part of a healthcare team that enables physical healing for 
people. It was then that she felt a calling to a new mission 
in life – pastoral care – ministering to a person’s spiritual 
needs. “I was set on a different path after the deaths of 
my father and brother,” says Bev, the new supervisor of 
Pastoral Care. “Doors started opening and I ended up in 
seminary in mid-life, on another journey which happens 
in one’s life.”

Bev, who has been a chaplain at RiverVillage for five years, 
was named to the new leadership position earlier this 
year. She supervises four other chaplains.

“Sitting and listening is a huge part of connecting in 
pastoral care,” Bev says. “Many people have questions or 
are struggling, and some stories are difficult. The pastoral 
care role is to ensure their sacramental, prayer and 
communion needs are met, helping them work through 
questions at this stage of life and continuing the dialogue 
which helps them grow in faith,” she explains.

Bev and the other chaplains listen, offer guidance, hope 
and reassurance. “As one ages, questions emerge as one 
reflects on their life. ‘Why did cancer take my husband; 
where was God in all that? Am I worthy of heaven?’” Our 
role is to help residents journey through that,” she says.

Feeding the Spirit
Pastoral care is one aspect of senior care where being 
a comforting presence is the primary goal. Offering a 
listening ear and holding a sacred space for their story has 
impact. It is our spirituality, after all, that is at the core of 
self-identity and our sense of purpose in life. Especially in 
the later years, the soul needs nourishment and tending 
for the connection between body, mind and spirit.

A chaplain walks the path with residents, offering 
emotional support and spiritual care. “This is a very 
precious time,” Bev says. “It’s always a privilege to sit with 
people, hear their story and discuss how God has moved 
in their lives.”

Spiritual Wellness

Since the 1960’s, an impressive body of research 
concerning the relationship between faith and health 
has been published. It’s clear there are benefits to seeing 
the well-being of seniors from a multi-dimensional 
perspective; the spiritual, physical, mental, emotional and 
social dimensions of this season of life. Faith provides a 
means of coping with the aging process, bringing a sense 
of meaning and purpose to life and a system of social 
support.

Faith and spiritual beliefs help seniors cope with the 
challenges that accompany aging, such as chronic pain, 
isolation, dependence and disability. Prayer, sacraments, 
and talking with a chaplain or clergy can have significant 
psychological, physical, spiritual and emotional benefits.

Creativity
Bev – who is an artist – particularly enjoys the Creativity 
and Spirituality Program at Catholic Eldercare. It’s a 
unique program which enables seniors to express and 
develop their creative gifts. “Its fun to see residents 
develop into artists, and often we see huge growth in 
this area.”

Creativity is vital to spiritual growth, Bev explains. The 
goal of Catholic Eldercare’s program is to enrich the 
resident’s spirituality by empowering the creative voice 
within. This enables hope, joy and lightness of heart 
to dominate the soul. By the time someone comes 
to Catholic Eldercare, he or she has dealt with many 
joys and heartbreaks. From these rich experiences, 
which are often processed within, comes the power 
of outward creativity. New life comes from a lifetime 
of accumulated triumphs, joys and tears. “Thus, in 
creating, we re-create ourselves and are restored,” she 
adds.

Creative and artistic expression is known to ease 
isolation, depression and pain while enhancing one’s 
overall sense of well-being. “It’s nice to see people 
soften towards others, to see things with a different 
perspective and perhaps to see the divineness in others. 
Often a resident will look at a painting they have 
worked on and say, ‘I didn’t do that, you must have, but 
they did it,’” Bev explains.

Scripture calls us to persevere. We are often more 
vulnerable and open during those challenging times in 
life and, therefore, closest to God who is able to work 
within us. “We can continue to grow despite our pains 
and problems,” Bev says, “If you were running a race 
would you stop before the finish line?”

For more information on becoming a sustaining supporter of 
Catholic Eldercare, please contact Director of Development 
Kristine Smyth at ksmyth@catholiceldercare.org.

Bev Vasseur: Pastoral Care Supervisor and Artist

Artwork created by Catholic Eldercare residents.

Closeup: Pastoral Care  
The Spiritual Side of Life My grace is sufficient for you, for My 

strength is made perfect in weakness.

 2 Corinthians 12:9Old age has its own special joys – time with family and friends, freedom from 
responsibilities we once had, the joy of savoring the little things. As we learn 

to trust every day, this season of life can be a time of growing closer to Christ.
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As we age, our challenge is to avoid growing more inward, 
dwelling only on our immediate needs and various aches 
and pains. But a group of MainStreet Lodge residents 
– and a few helpful daughters – are fighting against 
that. They have a vital, shared vision that’s rooted in 
their hearts and reaches to impoverished girls across the 
hemisphere.

The women are creating beautiful sundresses from 
donated pillow cases and bed sheets. “We can get eight 
dresses out of a sheet,” Irene Perish says proudly. “These 
dresses will eventually be worn by needy little girls in 
Haiti or Central America.”

This adventure started after Irene moved to MainStreet 
Lodge last fall, after spending decades operating a farm 
with her late husband and family near Ward Springs, 
Minn. “I thought, I still have two good hands that work, 
and I have all these fabric scraps so maybe something 

good can come of it,” she explains. “When we were on 
the farm, we always worked together to help each other, 
so why not now?” 

With the aid of her daughters, Dianne Otte and Judy 
Yarwood, Irene organized a group of women – all 
lifelong seamstresses – who really know their way around 
waistbands and hems. 

The participating MainStreet Lodge residents who 
periodically occupy the downstairs Community Room  
are Pearl Bathel, Louise Lezarz, Deedee Sydloski,  
Eileen Olsen, Irene Perish, Evelyn Mikolai, Doris Moore, 
Rosemary McHugh, and Mary Jane Kiner.

Mary Jane Kiner operates 
the sewing machine. “I’ve 
worked with fabric all 
my life and I love every 
minute of it,” she says 
with a gentle smile.

“Some of our volunteers 
have arthritis, others 
have vision issues, but 
they can all do something 
when we come together, 
and we feel good about 
it,” says Dianne, Irene’s 
daughter. “They feel very 
useful and it’s great to 
have them because they 
were busy seamstresses 
in their day.”

“We love doing this,” says Eileen Olsen as she fingers 
a colorful pillowcase. “Oh, look at these hearts. Just 
imagine the smile on a mother’s face when her little girl 
wears this colorful dress.” 

To date, the women have created more than 100 beautiful 
dresses which will be personally delivered to a charitable 
organization. Ten dresses went to Lois Fredeen who 
does mission work in Haiti, Africa, Belize and Honduras 
through Wayzata Evangelical Free Church. Another ten 
bound for Guatemala went to Fr. Mark Innocenti of 
Our Lady of Lourdes Catholic Church of Little Falls. The 
remaining dresses will go to earthquake-ravaged Haiti via 
Epiphany Catholic Church of Coon Rapids.

The MainStreet Lodge women also make baby quilts, 
blankets and bibs that are donated to Birthright.

Quietly, without a lot of fuss, a lifetime of honed sewing 
skills are being tapped to help others. It is the gospel 
lived out, with residents and a few helpers extending 
charitable love to those in need.  

Irene Perish (center) with daughters Dianne (left) and Judy display some of the sun-dresses made 
from donated pillow cases.

MainStreet Lodge Residents  
Making a Difference

“Every good and perfect gift is from 
above, coming down from the Father of 
the heavenly lights...” 

James 1:17
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As we age, our challenge is to avoid growing more inward, 
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and pains. But a group of MainStreet Lodge residents 
– and a few helpful daughters – are fighting against 
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their hearts and reaches to impoverished girls across the 
hemisphere.
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dresses out of a sheet,” Irene Perish says proudly. “These 
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Haiti or Central America.”
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with her late husband and family near Ward Springs, 
Minn. “I thought, I still have two good hands that work, 
and I have all these fabric scraps so maybe something 

good can come of it,” she explains. “When we were on 
the farm, we always worked together to help each other, 
so why not now?” 

With the aid of her daughters, Dianne Otte and Judy 
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are Pearl Bathel, Louise Lezarz, Deedee Sydloski,  
Eileen Olsen, Irene Perish, Evelyn Mikolai, Doris Moore, 
Rosemary McHugh, and Mary Jane Kiner.

Mary Jane Kiner operates 
the sewing machine. “I’ve 
worked with fabric all 
my life and I love every 
minute of it,” she says 
with a gentle smile.
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were busy seamstresses 
in their day.”
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Nikki Senger, the new Adult Day Program Director,  
fell in love with geriatric care while in nursing school.  
“I became interested in senior care when my grandpa 
was ill. I was a teenager, but that experience brought 
out my caregiving passion, which grew during my 
college training.”

Nikki has gained abundant experience in recent 
years. During college, she worked as a Health Aide at 
Catholic Eldercare, and later spent 18 months as the 
Adult Day Program’s Licensed Practical Nurse before 
being named director. “It’s nice that I already had an 
established relationship with the clients,” Nikki says. 
“The transition has been easy, and they’ve been able to 
celebrate with me.” 

 
 
 
 
 
Nikki leads a seven-person staff that provides adult day 
clients with care support which enables them to live 
independently. “I love working at Catholic Eldercare. 
People genuinely do care and have the best interest of the 
clients and residents in mind. It makes you proud to be 
here.”

New Faces at Adult Day Favorite Popular Music

10
11

Nikki Stenger (left) is the new Adult Day Program’s Director. 
Joyce Saidu is the new Licensed Practical Nurse for the 
program, assuming Nikki’s former position.

A furry friend – an Irish Wolfhound – pays a visit to the  
Adult Day Program. The animal-human connection is 

profound; it lifts spirits, eases pain, and makes everyone  
feel better. Thanks to Catholic Eldercare’s Pet Therapy 

volunteers who do so much throughout the year.

Another surprised ‘Jenga’ player at the Adult Day Program.

 Topic of Series Forum

University of St. Thomas music professor Susan Anderson-
Benson spoke on the popular music of the Twin Cities – 
and favorite performers of the ages – September 29 as part 
of an ongoing series of lectures at RiverVillage. 

The program series is a collaboration between Catholic 
Eldercare and the university’s Selim Center for Learning in 
Later Years. “This relationship reflects our philosophy of 
living fully and welcoming the wider community to be a 
part of daily life here among the residents and neighbors,” 
said Catholic Eldercare CEO Dan Johnson.

For more information on upcoming series presentations, please 
visit www.catholiceldercare.org-about us.

New! Honor A Loved One or Special Friend
Pay tribute or honor a special person’s birth date, anniversary, or other 
special occasion, with a Memorial or Honorarium gift to Catholic 
Eldercare. The names of the donor and the person honored, and the 
reason for the gift, will be published in the newsletter. 
Visit www.catholiceldercare.org and click on Giving,  
then Give A Gift Online, to make your secure, online gift.

University of St. Thomas music professor Susan Anderson-Benson.
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The quality care and services Catholic Eldercare provides seniors and 
their families are possible thanks to the generosity of many supporters. 
We acknowledge their friendship, support, and ongoing commitment. 
The following gifts and pledges are for the time period April 1, 2011 
through September 30, 2011.

Every effort is made to ensure accuracy. If you see an error or 
omission, please contact the development office at 612-362-2430.

Thank You!
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Marion Hoyny

Barb Hughes

Rosemary Hunstiger

Mike and Rosemary Husby

Illinois Tool Works Foundation

Infinity Direct Inc.

Orlena A. Iversen

Phillip Jares and Mark Hager

Tony and Betsy Jaros, Jr.

Rev. Glen Jenson

Duane G. and Barbara A. Johnson

Russell L. Johnson

Daniel and Dianne Johnson

Marilyn Johnson

Lynne Johnston

Nancy and Greg Junker

Rita Kach

Karen and George Kaczor

Dianne Kaselnak

Wendy Kenneally

Kim and Warren King

Michael and Mary Kohanek

Kopp Family Foundation

Lee and Barbara Kopp

Rev. George J. Kovalik

Andrew Kozak

Walter and Barb Kozmik

Florence Kraus

John Kremer

June Kroening

Bruce and Mary Krogstad

Larry and Carolyn Kuechle

John Kundla

KVL and FNL Fund of the Chicago 
Community Foundation

Roger and Jeanne LaLiberty - 
Books Are Fun

LaMere Concrete and Masonry

Debra and Peter Lane

Darrell and Gen Lane

Greg and Rebecca Langason

Karen Larson

Nicholas Lawton

Anna Margaret Leitschuh-Hansen

Loretta Lenton

Lions Club of Northeast  
Minneapolis

Eric and Barbara Lunde

Joseph and Catie Mack

Jon and Stacy Maier

James and Margaret Marino

Marie and Louis Marino

Cecelia A. Marrin

Gina and Mike Marushin

Michael Maxey

Ryan and Teresa McAlpine

Geraldine C. McCollow

Shannon McDonough

Mary McGee

McGough Donor Advised Fund  
of the Catholic Community  
Foundation

Mary McGrath

Ellen McInnis

McKesson Medical-Surgical  
Minnesota Supply

McNallan Office Systems, Inc.

Helen McNulty

Marcus A. Merz

Carol Meyer

Chip and Mary Michel

Kathleen and Willard Miller

Lucille Miller

Mary M. Misica

Ray Mlinar

Morgan Stanley/Smith Barney  
(The Pohlen Group)

Mickey Mulcahy

Denise and Robert Mueffelman

Joseph Mullery

James Murzyn

Sigrid Nelson

Jim and Cheryle Nesser

Bernard Newinski

Lorraine Niziol

Bruce Nolan

Northeast Bank

Bill and Sharon O’Brien

William T. and Maureen O’Brien

Carolyn E. Olson

Carol Osip

Marie Patterson

Mary M. Pearo

Maureen and Gerald Pearo

Dick Pearo

Robert and Ida Peltier

Joyce A. Penske

Leonard Peterson

Bishop Lee Piche

Darin and Beth Pilacinski

William and Margaret Pilacinski

Mary and Frank Plant

Lorraine Pohlen

Julianne Poupore

PreferredOne

Premier Banks

Carolyn Puccio, CSJ

Pulltabs Plus, Inc

Michael P. Rainville 

Michael Randall

Kathleen M. Ratican

Sister Doris Rauenhorst, OP

Barbara Regan

Kevin Reich

Mark Rekucki

Philip and June Riley

John and Audrey Ringdal

Mary and Steve Robinson

Colleen Rod

Sister Ruth Roland, OP

John and Rev. Marion Rova

Louis and Pauline Roy

William and Mary Jo Rusinak

Mary Catherine Ryan

Dr. John and Dolores Salchert

Deborah Sales Maysack

Fred Schilling and  
Debra Hamilton

Marty and Carol Schirber

Casey Schleisman

Susan Schneck

Jeff and Lori Schrempp 

Alina Schroeder

Scoreboard Sportswear, Inc.

Jim Scullin

Charles and Yvonne Selcer

Kent Simon

Carol Sitarz

Siwek Lumber and Millwork, Inc.

Connie Skillingstad

Shawn and Julie Slaven

Kristine Smyth

Peter and Barbara Smyth

Suzanne J. Snyder

Eileen J. Spano

Bob and Patti Spinner

Marlys Sporny

St. Anthony West Neighborhood 
Organization/NRP

Jean Starmack

Greg and Bonnie Stasik

Donna Stelmaszewski

Debra S. Stensland

Joann Stith

Clayton and Mavis Strandlie

Joseph D. and Pamela Trongard 
Strauss

Strauss Management Company

Elaine Strohfus

Scott and Sandy Summerfield

Delores Sydloski

John and Dawn Sydloski

SYSCO Food Services of  
Minnesota

Teresa Tatur

Loretta M. Thielen

Valeria Thoeny

Irene M. Tillman

Thomas and Candice Tobias

John E. Toohey

Robert and Patricia Traczyk

Laurel Trimbo

TruEfficiency Inc.

Truist

Robert Tryon

Kathleen Urbaniak

Marge Vajda

Karla Van Drunen Littooy

Bernadette Voss

Donna M. Walicki

Frances Weber

Mary Weise

Tene Wells

Wells Fargo Business Banking

Wells Fargo Private Banking

Margaret West

Sandi Westberg

James White

Cindy and Michael Wiese

Bettie L. Wild

Wingate Communications Group, 
Inc., John and Lynae Wingate

Roy Witz

Elizabeth Ann Wizik

John and Jane Wlazlo

Shawn and Shanna Woodbury

Debbie and Paul Woodward

Betty Wright

Arnold and Debbie Wright

Xcel Energy Foundation

Xcel Energy Foundation  
Match Program

Patrick and Gwendolen Zeman

Evelyn Zukowski

Antoinette M. Zwolski

Betty True

In Honor of  
… Annual Fund	
Mary G. Disch 
	 William and Mary Disch

Rosemary Dunn  
	 Daniel and Connie Dunn
	 Dunn Environmental, Inc. 
	 John D. Dunn M.D., J.D. 
	 Mary Elizabeth Dunn, MD

Dan and Carol Forby  
	 Cheri and Mark Peterson

Antoinette Hunstiger  
	 Harriet Hunstiger Campbell

Winn Jeffries 
	 S. Duchesne Maxwell, O.P.

Jean Krause 
	 Tim and Cheryl Krause

RiverVillage 
	 Carol Johnson

S. Ruth Roland O.P. 
	 Kristine Smyth

Betty Wright  
	 Lenora Wilson

In Memory of  
… Annual Fund	
Josephine Anderson 
	 Bob and Andrea Sledz

John F. Bertossi 
	 Patricia B. Dufort

Phyllis Baldwin 
	 Miriam J. Baldwin

Theresa Borgstrom 
	 Leonard Borgstrom

Bernadette Borman 
	 Francis and Carol Borman 
	 John Borman 
	 Peter Borman 
	 Robert Borman 
	 Judy Fehn 
	 Barbara Grimshaw 
	 Michael and Kateri Seraphine

Irene Budde 
	 Leroy Budde

Helen Calvert 
	 Arthur and Martha Calvert

 Kenneth Corsaw 
	 Terry and Eugene Fink

Ida Braun 
	 M. Patricia Probst

Patsy Cummings Langer 
	 Dan and Carol Forby

Vickie Czupta 
	 Ann S. Grabowski 
	 Barb and Roger Larson

Ree Dauhpin 
	 Bud Dauphin and  
		  Marcia Schaaf 
	 Stephanie Dauphin

Mildred Dudar 
	 Joan Olson

Herman J. Elsen 
	 Jane A. Elsen

Anne Fedora 
	 Margaret and Eugene Fedora

Mary Anne Forsmark 
	 Jan and Tom Chlebeck

Mary Gillespie 
	 David and Catherine Dooley

John R. Glodek 
	 Dorothy Glodek and Family

George Greene 
	 Robert and Marcia Fjerstad

Chester Gromek 
	 John and Sue Rau

Julia M. Hanson 
	 Patricia Lach

Howard Holm 
	 Dan and Carol Forby

Beulah Hreha 
	 David and Margie Hreha

Helen Hughes 
	 Mary Kay McNamara

Russ and Annette Hughes 
	 Mary Jo and Duane Russ

Eugene A. Hunstiger 
	 Harriet Hunstiger Campbell

Kathy Jablonski 
	 Robert and Virginia Bertch

June Johnson 
	 Mark R. Johnson 
	 Russell L. Johnson 
	 Dave and Janis Langsdale

Audrey Klaers  
	 Helen Klaers Bentrud

Brother DePaul Kondrak 
	 Lucille Kondrak

Raymond Krokus 
	 Gene and Jane Commers 
	 John and Veronica Commers 
	 Jim McShane Jr. 
	 Jerry and Dianne Ocel 
	 Joseph and Betty Spano 
	 Marie Stepaniak 
	 Sandy Vogt

Mary Krozser 
	 Mary McGrath

Mary and Michael Kudla 
	 Brenda Michnowski

Dorothy Kwatera 
	 Mary D. Hungate

Anna Lazaroff 
	 Harriet and George Lazaroff

Jim Lupient 
	 Dan and Carol Forby

Howard Machowicz 
	 Frank and Jacqueline Padula

Mary Masterski 
	 Joseph Cavaleri

Mary Jane McDermott 
	 Joseph Cavaleri

Helen McKay 
	 James and Karen Haracz

Emil and Mae Mickelson 
	 Phyllis Parker

Helen Hinton 
	 Jim and Pat Hinton

Stanley and Genevieve Mirocha 
	 Dan and Carol Forby

Therese Morzinski 
	 Joy and Kent Robbins 
	 Rupert and Jeanne Strobel

Eunice Munson 
	 James and Kathy Mercier 
	 Douglas and Eileen Peterson 
	 Marjorie Peterson

Joseph P. Murzyn 
	 James Murzyn

Stanley J. Murzyn 
	 James Murzyn

Msgr. James B. Namie 
	 John and Kimberly Pilarski

George and Julia Namie 
	 John and Kimberly Pilarski

Ann B. Nolan 
	 Bruce Nolan

Vernon A. Pagel 
	 D. J. Bacik 
	 Joseph Cavaleri 
	 Moira Majerle 
	 Jennifer Marks 
	 Phyllis Parker 
	 Robert and Sylvia Rick 
	 Jayne Spain 
	 Jean Streetar 
	 Bruce and Jean Tate 
	 Thomas and Gloria Wesely

Bernice J. Pederson 
	 William R. and  
		  Eleanore V. Pederson

Theresia Penn 
	 James and Jerrie Penn

David Peterson 
	 James and Kathy Mercier 
	 Douglas and Eileen Peterson 
	 Marjorie Peterson

My Parents, Mr. and Mrs. Potter 
	 Rev. Gerald L. Potter

Audrey Rainville 
	 Edward and Mary Lou Rainville 
	 Lois Schardin

Dorothy Rapacz 
	 Joseph Cavaleri

Esther Roberts 
	 Charles and Diane Roberts 
	 Kay M. Roberts

Marie Sazevich 
	 Joseph Cavaleri 
	 Ralph and Mary Halbert 
	 Kathleen Keenan 
	 Mary J. Sumpmann

Carl and Alvina Schuster 
	 Ronald and Mary Schuster

Mary Sexton 
	 Robert and Virginia Bertch 
	 Joseph Cavaleri 
	 Anne Cisek 
	 Scott and Lisa Coffin 
	 Margaret and Richard Dudek 
	 Frances R. Handzel 
	 Kim and James Nichols 
	 Cathryn J. Oberg 
	 James Peluf 
	 Joseph and Fran Shima 
	 James and Delores Zondlo

Patricia Shupien 
	 Jeffrey and Anne Gleason 
	 Jerome K. Jungquist 
	 David and Kathryn Lillie 
	 Richard D. Shupien

Viola Sichak 
	 Sheryl Brown

David Sisco 
	 Peter and Kathleen Hueh 
	 Lynne Johnston 
	 Rev. George Kovalik

Cecelia Skrzypek 
	 Robert and Phyllis Eibensteiner

Catherine Wheeler Smith 
	 Deacon and  
		  Mrs. William Smith

Catherine Stafford 
	 Ronald and Mary Schuster

Frances Steffens 
	 James and Kathy Mercier 
	 Douglas and Eileen Peterson 
	 Mrs. Marjorie Peterson

Pat Torvik 
	 Fern A. Violette

Florence Villella 
	 Darlene and Gerald Olson

Patricia Vitale 
	 Joseph Cavaleri

Bertha Williams 
	 Sue and Tom McGuire

Ted and Frances Wlazlo 
	 William and 
		  Margaret Pilacinski

Capital Fund	
Jenifer Bendel-Artman

Marilyn and Jimmy DuBay

Carla and Peter Frantz

Yvonne M. Beseler, Ph.D.

John and Barbara Kattner

Felix and Dawn Mannella

In Honor of  
… Capital Fund	
Mary Broderick	  
	 Thomas M. Beck 
	 Rev. Charles Froehle 
	 Kathleen Hartmann 
	 Daniel and Dianne Johnson 
	 Ruth Kildow 
	 Sue and Tom McGuire 
	 Gary Quam and 
		  Sandi Westberg

In Memory of  
… Capital Fund	
Bernice McDonald 
	 Jerry and Jean E. Whalen

Sister Ruth Roland 
Planned Giving Society 
Membership
Dr. Ken Baltes and Dorothy Elion

Alvina Bartylla

Mary Virginia Betlach

Elizabeth Bonnes Estate†

Lidwina Buchwald Estate†

Donald G. Campagne Estate†

Marion Critelli Estate†

Lucille Damm Estate†

Regina A Dinhoff Estate†

Mae LaVonne Ecklund Estate†

Ada B. Eller Estate†

Dorothy Marie Flynn Estate†

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas E. Gainor

Loretta R. Gliniany

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas F. Glodek

Geraldine Grajeda Estate†

Angeline F. Guminga Estate†

Mable Halloran Estate†

Barbara Hedges Estate†

Mary D. Hungate

Dr. and Mrs. James E. Indrehus

Dr. Doug J. Kohlan

Margaret T. Manley Estate†

Antonio Martinez Estate†

John C. Matlon Estate†

Agnes Mohr Estate†

Margaret F. Mulcare Estate†

Joan E. Murray

Karlis Neimanis Estate†

James and Cheryle Nesser

Bruce Nolan

Mr. and Mrs. Richard Palen

Anthony J. Pantano Estate†

Adam and Virginia Piecek Estate†

Leo E. Rainville Estate†

Wallace Rainville Estate†

Margaretha F. Santha

Mary J. Schubert

Margaret J. Schweizer Estate†

Mr. and Mrs. Stuart S. Seim

Dolores E. Sisson Estate†

Jack Spillane, Jr.

Florence W. St. Claire Estate†

Joseph and Pamela Strauss

Charles E. Sullivan and  
Sandra West

Dena R. Tarnowski

Eugenia R. Taylor

Mr. and Mrs. John D. Whalen

Alan Winters Estate†

Stanley Wruck Estate†

† Deceased

The quality care and services Catholic Eldercare provides seniors and 
their families are possible thanks to the generosity of many supporters. 
We acknowledge their friendship, support, and ongoing commitment. 
The following gifts and pledges are for the time period April 1, 2011 
through September 30, 2011.

Every effort is made to ensure accuracy. If you see an error or 
omission, please contact the development office at 612-362-2430.

Thank You!



14 15

New Board Members

James Murzyn 

James Murzyn retired as a Control Center Trouble Foreman in 2009 
after 36 years with Northern States Power (NSP). He graduated from 
Edison High School and attended Minneapolis Junior College and the 
Dunwoody Institute. He is an active member of Saint Hedwig Church 
and serves as a board member for the Angie Guminga Scholarship Fund.

Richard Brustad 

Richard Brustad is Vice President of the Community Housing Development 
Corporation, leading the development and operation of affordable 
multifamily rental projects. As a partner in Brighton Development 
Corporation, he coordinated the development of multi-family housing 
projects with over 6,300 units of housing completed. Mr. Brustad has a 
B.A. in Political Science and Economics from the University of Minnesota.

Suzanne Snyder 

Suzanne Snyder is the Program Director for the Greater Metropolitan 
Housing Corporation, managing a staff of sixteen housing professionals 
at five community-based Housing Resource Centers. Suzanne’s developed 
working partnerships with the goal of positioning GMHC to become 
the preferred partner for resolving housing issues. She served as Program 
Officer for the U.S. Catholic Conference (1981-84) and a Peace Corps 
Volunteer in Liberia. She has a B.S. degree in Human Development and a 
Masters Degree in Social Work from Wayne State University.

Catholic Eldercare is blessed with great 
friends. Your generosity brings a special 
zest to the lives of seniors every day. Donor 
gifts support a pastoral care program that 
is so important as seniors live out the final 
seasons of earthly life. Your generosity also 
supports the fun, engaging therapeutic 
recreation and art activities, and the popular 
volunteer program that builds friendships 
and supports elders. Your gifts also help 
close the gap between the true cost of the 
quality care and the amount reimbursed by 
the government. 

For more information on giving options, please 
contact Director of Development Kris Smyth at 
612-379-1370

Your Donor Gift Youthank

www.catholiceldercare.org

By visiting  
www.catholiceldercare.org, 
you can quickly access 
comprehensive information 
on the various ways to 
support the mission. 

1. �Go to  
www.catholiceldercare.org

2. Click on “Giving.”	

3. �Select from a 
comprehensive list of 
resources from online 
annual fund giving to 
planned giving options.

Quick Click  
to Give

“...we must help the weak and remember the words of the Lord Jesus, how 
he himself said, ‘It is more blessed to give than to receive.’” 

James 1:17

“Your generous heart means 
so much. Thank you for 
making life better.” 

Ellen, resident
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Upcoming Events
December: 

December 1, 2011  
University of St. Thomas Collaborative Series:  
Music of the Holidays
1:00 p.m. - 2:30 p.m.,  
RiverVillage Community Room 
This session will feature music of the holidays.  
Registration deadline is one week prior to event.  
Make $15 check payable to “University of St. Thomas” and send to: 
Center for Senior Citizens Education, Mail LOR 309,  
University of St. Thomas, 2115 Summit Ave., St. Paul, MN 55105.

Sunday, December 4  
Resident/Family Open House 
1:00 p.m. - 2:30 p.m.  
Catholic Eldercare on Main

Friday, December 9  
Knight’s of Columbus Choir Performance 
1:30 p.m.  
Catholic Eldercare On Main dining room

For the latest upcoming events, please visit www.catholiceldercare.org.

817 Main Street NE 
Minneapolis, MN 55413

www.catholiceldercare.org

Non-Profit 
Organization 
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Catholic Eldercare 
817 Main St. NE 
Minneapolis, MN 55413

Phone: 612.379.1370 
Fax: 612.362.2486

www.catholiceldercare.org

Connections is a biannual publication of Catholic Eldercare, 
Inc., 817 Main St. NE Minneapolis, MN 55413. The purpose of 
this publication is to provide useful information and resources to 
the Catholic Eldercare community. For more information on the 
publication or to request additional copies, suggest article ideas, 
or to be removed from the mailing list, contact Sandi Westberg at 
swestberg@catholiceldercare.org or call 612.362.2430.

Equal Opportunity Employer	




